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Nuisance Canada Goose Control
Dear Sir/Madam:

Enclosed is a package of information on methods of controlling nuisance resident Canada
geese. In the past, the Delaware Division of Fish and Wildlife moved large numbers of
these birds annually as requested by jandowners. Initially the birds were moved to
southern states which requested them. When those locations became unavailable because
of an over supply of resident geese in the south, the Division moved them to southern
Delaware. Unfortunately, because of Delaware’s small size, the Division was not able to
move these birds in state far enough to preclude many of them returning to the capture
sites. Those that did not return usually moved away from the release sites and caused
problems at new Jocations. The Delaware Division of Fish and Wildlife discontinued its
roundups and releasing of birds in Delaware in 1997.

Controlling nuisance resident geese can be a difficult and expensive activity once a flock
has become established. It is much better 10 ‘nitiate control measures when the flock is
small ( 2-3 pairs ). Canada geese are protected by Federal regulations and a permit 18
required for any activity which involves touching the birds or their nests or eggs. Two
pamphlets are enclosed, one from New York State PEC, and one from the US Dept. of
Agriculture-Animal Damage Control detailing methods used to control or eliminate
nuisance goose problems. The following points need to be emphasized:

{ DO NOT FEED RESIDENT GEESE OR OTHER WATERFOWL. This creates a :
bird feeder effect and will attract more geese Over time. Feeding is not good
nutritionally for the birds which are normally grass eaters in the spring and summer.

Tt also causes local concentrations of birds which may increase susceptibility to avian
disease outbreaks. S

2. Egg shaking is an effective way to control reproduction. The permits are readily”
available and the procedure is easy to do. Delaware Division of Fish and wildlife
personnel will provide assistance in obtaining the permit and instructing landowners -
on egg shaking techniques. Egg shaking will stop production if it is done consistently-
to all nests in the area, but it will not remove adult birds already present. Natural
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attrition will remove adults over time: but resident geese live up 10 20 years. It is
therefore recommended that egg shaking be combined with other techniques.

3. Fencing is an excellent method of excluding geese from small areas, as is the use of
chemical sprays. Fencing is less effective on large areas. and sprays are very expensive.
Two spray products are currently licensed for use in goose control. They are ReJeXiT
AG-36 ® and Flight Control ® . Both are expensive and require that grass be left uncut
after application. ReJeXiT @ can wash offina rain while Flight Control & is niore
persistent. The Division can advise as to sources of both products.

4 Scare devices inciude noise makers, balloons, mylar tape, flags and border collies. All
work some of the time but none work all the time. Border collies trained to herd gecsc are

" effective but require continued use. This can be expensive. Scare devices may drive geese
away initially, but they do not solve the problem; and the birds learn to ignore them
eventually. The birds can be temporarily moved from one location but will then move
elsewhere where they may also be a problem. if the scare devices are removed the birds
will probably return.

5. Population reduction by lethal means may be advisable in some cases. This can take
two forms. The preferred method is through sport hunting. Delaware has a resident
Canada goose season from September 1-15 each vear with a 5 bird daily bag. It is
highly recommended that this season be used where possible to remove excess geese.
In locations where this cannot be done because of legal or safety considerations, it
may be advisable for the landowner to acquire a Federal permit to round up and
cuthanize excess nuisance birds. The landowner can then contract with a private
contractor to do the roundup. Futhanized birds will be processed at the landowner’s
expense and donated to Delaware’s Food for the Hungry Program. The landowner
will have to document that non-lethal control methods have been tried and have been
ineffective in order to qualify for this permit.

Nuisance Canada goose control usually involves several control measures in
combination. Tt is important to make the area as unattractive as possible to the birds and
to then control reproduction of those that remain. This is best done when populations are
small. The absolute first step in controlling Canada geese is to eliminate feeding by the
public.
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Canada geese are a valuable natural
resource that provide recreation and enjoyment
to bird watchers, hunters, and the public. The
sight of the distinctive V-formation of a flock of
Canada geese always brings a special thrill.
Their calls herald the changing seasons. Butin
recent vears, flocks of local-nesting or
“resident” geese have become year-round
inhabitants of our parks, waterways, residential
areas, and golf courses, where they can cause
significant problems.

In suburban areas throughout New York
State, expanses of short grass, abundant lakes
and ponds, lack of natural predators, limited
hunting, and supplemental feeding have created
an explosion in resident goose numbers. While
most people find a few geese acceptable,
problems develop as local flocks grow and the
droppings become excessive (a goose produces
a pound of droppings per day). Problems
include over-grazed lawns, accumulations of
droppings and feathers on play areas and
walkways, nutrient loading to ponds, public
health concerns at beaches and drinking water
supplies, aggressive behavior by nesting birds,
and safety hazards near roads and airports.

This booklet describes the most
effective methods available to discourage geese
from settling on your property and to reduce
problems with geese that have already become
established on a site. For more information,
contact any of the agency offices listed at the
end of this booklet.

Population Growth

In the early 1900s, only a handful of
Canada geese nested in the wild in New York
State. These geese were descendants of captive
birds released by private individuals in the
Iower Hudson Valley and on Long Island.
Local flocks grew rapidly and spread to other
areas. During the 1950s and 1960s, game farm
ceese were released by the State Conservation
Department on wildlife management areas in
upstate New York (north and west of Albany).

By the mid 1990s, the New York State
population had grown to more than 120,000
birds, with nesting documented all across the

state. The estimated number of geese breeding
in New York doubled between 1989 and 1998.

Legal Status

All Canada geese, including resident
flocks, are protected by Federal and State laws
and regulations. In New York, management
responsibility for Canada geese is shared by the
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS), U.S.
Department of Agriculture (USDA), and the
New York State Department of Environmental
Conservation (DEC). It is illegal to hunt, kill,
sell, purchase, or possess migratory birds or
their parts (feathers, nests, eggs, etc.} eXcept as
permitted by regulations adopted by USFWS
and DEC. Special permits are required for
some of the control methods discussed in this
booklet. '




Contro] measures work in various ways.
Some reduce the biclogical capacity of an area
to support geese by reducing availability of food
or habitat. Other methods disperse geese t0
other sites where, hopefully, they are of less
concern. Some technigues reduce the actual
number of geese to a level that pecple can
tolerate (“social carrying capacity”™).

Contro! techniques described in this
booklet include only those that have the best
chance for success based on past experience.
Other methods may work, and new techniques
will undoubtedly be developed in the future.
We welcome reports on the effectiveness of any
goose control measures that you employ.

Discontinue Feeding

Although many people enjoy feeding
waterfowl in parks and on private property, this
‘often contributes to goose problems. Feeding
may cause Jarge numbers of geese to congregate
in unnatural concentrations. ‘Well-fed domestic
waterfow] ofien act as decoys, attracting wi ild
birds to a site. Feeding usually occurs in the
most accessible areas, making a mess of heavily
used lawns, walkways, roads, and parking areas

Supplemental feeding also teaches
geese to be unafraid of people, making control
measures less effective. Feeding may be
unhealthy for the birds too, especially if bread
or popcorn becomes a large part of their diet.
Once feeding is discontinued, geese will
disperse and revert to higher quality natural
foods. Geese that depend on human handouts
are also less likely to migrate when severe
winter weather arrives, and are more vulnerable
to disease.

Supplemental feeding should be stopped
as a first step in any controf program. W ild
geese are very capable of finding other foods
and will survive without handouts from humans.
Some success in reducing goose feeding may be
achieved through simple public education, such
as posting of signs. DEC can provide examples

of “don’t feed the geese” signs to help

implement this technique. Further reduction of
feeding may require adoption and enforcement

of local ordinances with penalties such as fines
or “community service” (cleaning up droppings.
for example) for violations.

Allow Hunting

Hunting in suburban areas is often
limited by lack of open spaces and local
ordinances prohibiting discharge of firearms.
Where feasible, however, hunting can help siow
the growth of resident goose flocks. Hunting
removes some birds and discourages others from
returning to problem areas. It also increases tha
effectiveness of noisemakers, because geese will
learn that loud noises may be a real threat to
their survival.

Canada goose hunting is permitted in
most areas of New York State during
September, when very few migratory geese from
Canada are present. Hunting is allowed also in
some areas Jater in fall and winter, but
regulations tend to be more restrictive to protect
migratory geese that may be in the state at that
time.

To hunt waterfowl, a person must have
a New York State hunting license (which
requires a hunter safety course), a federal
Migratory Bird Hunting Stamp, and be
registered in New York's Harvest Information
Program. Hunters should check local laws
regarding discharge of firearms. Landowners
concerned about potential conflicts can easily
limit the number of hunters and times they allow
hunting on their property. For more information
about goose hunting regulations or setting up a
controlied hunt. contact DEC.

Modify Habitat

Geese are grazing birds that prefer
short, green grass or other herbaceous
vegetation for feeding. Well-manicured lawns
and newly seeded areas provide excellent
habitat for these grazing birds.

Wherever possible, let grass or other
vegetation grow to its fuil helght (10-14")
around water bodies so that it is less attractive to




One verv effective visual deterrent for
aeese is Mylar tape that reflects sunlight to
produce a flashing effect. When a breeze causes
the tape to move, it pulsates and produces a
humming sound that repels birds. This product
comes in 1/2"-6"widths. To discourage geese
from walking up onto lawns from water, string
the tape along the water’s edge. To ensure
maximum reflection and noise production, leave
some slack in the tape and twist the material as
vou string it from stake to stake.

Another visual scaring technique is the
placement of flagging or balloons on poles (6"or
taller) or other objects in and around an area to
be protected. Flagging can be made of 3-6'
sirips of 1" colored plastic tape or 2'x 2' pieces
of orange construction flagging. Bird-scaring
balloons, 30" diameter, with large eye-spots and
helium filled, are sold at some garden or party
supply stores. Numerous flags or balloons may
be needed to protect each acre of open lawn.
These materials should be lecated where they
will not become entangled in tree branches or
power lines. They alsc may be subject to theft
or vandalism in areas open to the public. If
geese become acclimated, frequent relocation of
the materials is recommended.

For small ponds, remote control boats
can be used to repel geese, and may be practical
if local hobbyists are willing to help out.

Use Noisemakers

Geese may be discouraged from an area
through the use of various noisemakers or
pyrotechnics. Shell crackers are special shells
fired from a 12-gauge shotgun that project a
firecracker up to 100 yards. Other devices, such
as screamer sirens, bird-bangers, and whistle
bombs, are fired into the air from a hand-held
starter pistol or flare pistol. These devices
generally have a range of 25-30 yards.

Automatic exploders that ignite
propane gas to produce foud explosions at timed
intervals are effective for migrant geese in
agricultural fields, but are not suitable for
residential or public areas.

Noisemakers work best as preventive
measures before geese establish a habit of using
an area and where the birds are too confined to
simphy move away from the noise. At sites with
a history of freque it use by geese and people,
the birds may beceme acclimated in 1-2 weeks.
Noise devices are often not effective for moving
nesting geese.

Before using any of these techniques,
check with local law enforcement agencies
(police) about noise control ordinances, fire
safety codes, or restrictions on possession and
discharge of firearms. Obtain special permits
if necessary. In some areas, starter pistols are
considered a handgun, and their possession and
use may be regulated. Federal and state permits
are not necessary to harass geese with these
techniques, as long as the birds are not
physically harmed.

Where discharge of firearms is allowed,
occasional shooting of geese can increase the
effectiveness of noisemakers, as geese associate
the sound with a real threat. Special Federal and
State permits are needed to shoot geese except
during established hunting seasons.

Apply Repellents

The U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency and DEC have approved the use of one
product, ReJeXiT®, as a goose repellent on
Jawns. Geese will avoid feeding on treated
tawns because they dislike the taste. However,
geese may still walk across treated areas to get
to adjacent untreated areas.

The active ingredient in ReleXiT® is
methyi anthranilate (MA), which is a human-
safe food flavoring derived from grapes. The
material is available at some garden supply
centers and costs about $125 per acre per
application. Several applications per year are
usually necessary. Therefore, it is most
practical and cost-effective for homeowners
with only smalf areas of fawn to protect. For
best results, follow directions on product iabels;
if too dilute, it won't work, if too concenirated,
it can kill the grass.



Geese removed from problmareas can
be processed and donated to charities for use as
foad. 1f properly handled by 2 liceassd poultry
ProCessor. gcose Imeal isia hezalthyzd well-
received soutce of faad for needy people.
However, this methad issvers conmeversial.
\Mediza interest, protesissand i=gal catlenges
from animal rights activists can beexpected.

Relocation of zeese is notaoption at
this time. In the past, DEC captured and
transported thousands of'geese from problem
areas and shipped the birds to other states that
wanted to establish theirowrn resident goose
populations. Opportumities for curef-state
transfers have been virtuaily exhasted as
resident goose flocks mow oc<ur throur ut the
Unites States and Canzda. Im somes zes,
problem geese are relocated to public hunting
areas to reduce the likelihood of the birds
returning. In New Yark:State, thereare no
known areas where probiem. geese from other
arcas would be welcame:.

Relocation of geese is alsaless effective
than permanent removal.. Banding studies have
" chown that many relocated geese reum to their
initial capture locations: By tize following
summer. Some have retumned to New York
State from as far away as Maine, Sauth Carolina
and Oklzhoma. Geese taken shondistances
" (less than 50 miles) muay: retiern soon after they
are able to fly. Adult geese are mostlikely to
return, whereas goslingssmawed without parent
birds will often join & focal flock md remain in
the release area. Birds that don’tretum may
seek out areas similar towhere they were
ceptured, and may cause: prablemsthere too.

Many wildlife and animal health
professionals are cencerned that relecating
problem wildlife increases the risk that diseases
may be spread to wildlife or domestic stock in
other areas.

Not Recommended

For zlmost every methodthat has been
tried to alleviate probilemns caused by geese,
there has been suceess and failure Bowever,
some methods were motirecommended in this

document for various reasons. These include:
use of swans (real ones create other problems;
fake ones don’t work); bird distress cal's
(effective for some bird species, but nc: nroven
for geese); scarecrows or dead goose decoys
(ineffective for resident geese); use of trained
birds of prey to chase geese (labor-intensive,
generally not available); sterilization {very
labor-intensive for surgery, no chemical
contraceptives available in the foreseeable
future); fountains or aerators in ponds (not
effective, may even attract geese); introduction
of predators (already present where habitat is
suitable, but none take only geoce); 2irean?
(impossible to control and protect other
animals); and use of poisons (iliegal).

“Community-based”
Goose Management

Simply chasing geese from one place (o
another does not address the underlying problem
of too many geese, and may simply transfer the
problem from one property owner to another.
This is not an effective strategy for communities
with widespread goose preblems. Therefore,
DEC and USDA encourage local governments
and landowners to work together to implement
comprehensive management programs that
include a variety of techniques. Control
measures wil! be most effective if coordinated
among nearby sites in a community.

While some measures can be tried at
little or o cost. others are mere costly and
beyond the means of some property owners. In
these instances. local governments may want to
sponsor woose control throughout a community,
similar to other animal control work. This could
include posting “no feeding” areas, installing
fences. spraving repellent, handling dogs, e2g
treatment. and removal of geese. This way, the
cost of goose management would be shared by
all the residents of a community, including those
who benefit from the geese as well as those who
may experience problems. Although Federal
and State agencies can provide technical advice,
we do not have the resources to provide goose
control programs at the Jocal level.
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Camage orops by feeding in Belds.
Demege Prevention and Plant crops uniformly in spring. Live Cepture
Control Methods Delay fall plowing as long as possible.  Walk-in funnel trap.
Use less-preferred plant spedies in Rocket/carnon nets.
Hsbitst Hodification parks, cemeteries, and lawns. Spring-powered nets.
Vertically straighten pond banks. Piant trees and shrubs to block flight Net launchers
) I th. '
Allow ponds to freeze in winter. Pa‘d N Alpha-chloralose.
Eliminate vegetation (nesting/escape Provide Iure crops. Repellents
cover) in and around ponds. Field baiting. - _
Reduce or eliminate fertilizer use Frightening None are currently registered.
ground pords. Flags. Toxicents
Erclusion Mylar tape. None are currently registered.
Install fence around ponds, gardens,  Balloons. Shooting
and yards. Scarecrows. | Hunting is the preferred method of

Install overhead grids or netting on
ponds, reservoirs, and fishraceways.

Cultursl Kethods
Change the timing of planting 2nd
harvesting of vulnerable crops.
Produce winter grains instead of
. .
Use grain dryers to allow earlier '
' grain.

Water spray devices.
Automatic exploders.
Pyrotechnics.
Recorded distress calls.

reducing localized populations,
where safe and legal. Hunting has a
strong repellent effect.

Killing under special permit s advised
only in extreme situations.

Other Methods

Destruction of nests and eggs helps to
slow down local population




Demage end Demsage
Identification

Goose problems in urban and subar-
ben erezs are primarily caused by
giznt Cznada geese, which ere prod-
£bly the most adapiable of all water-
fawl. I left undisturbed, these geese
veill readily estzblish nesting territories
onpcndsinmﬁdentialya:ds,golf :
conrses, condominium complexes, dty
pam,ormfanns.hicstpeoplewﬂl
readily welcome & pair of geeseon 2

.They can soon turn from pet to
pe-st,twwever.Apairofgesemn,ms
b7years,ezsflybeco:'ne50toloo
birds that are fouling ponds and sur-
rounding yards and damaging land-
scaping, gardens, and golf courses.
Defense of nests or young by geese
&nd swans can result in injuries to
people who come too dlose.

Migrant waterfowl damage agricul-
tural erops in northern and central
North American. In the spring, water-
fow! graze and trample TOpS such as
soybeans, sunflowers, and cereal
grains. In autumn, swathed grains are
vulnerable to damage by ducks, coots,
geese, and canes through feeding,
trampling, and fouling. Young alfalfa
s susceptible to damage by grazing
waterfowl. Geese sometimes damage
standing crops such as com, soybeans,
and wheat. In southern agricultural
areas, overwintering waterfowl can
cause problems in rice, lettuce, and
winter wheat.

Mergansers, mallards, and black ducks
cause problems at some aquaculture
facilities by feeding on fish fry and fin-
geriings. Common eiders and black
and surf scoters cause problems when

feed in commercial blue mussel
and razor clam beds. For more infor-
mation, see Bird Damage at Aquacul-
ture Facilities.

Legal Status

In the United States, migratory birds,
including most waterfowl, 25 well as
their nests and eggs, are federally pro-
tected (50 CFR 10.12) by the Migratory
Bird Treaty Act (MBTA) (16 USsC. 703-

Table 1 Members of the frmilies Anatidae (dudks, geest, and swzns),
Rzllidae (coots and rails}, and Gruidae (canes) occurring in the United Stzetes
listed g endangered in the Code of Federal Regulations, Title 5, Sec. 17.1%,

10-1-42 edition.

ANATIDAE:

lzysan duck (Anas kysanensis)
Haweiian duck (Anas wyvilliana)

Aleutian Cznada goose (Brania canadernsis leucopareia)

Haweilan goose (N

RALLIDAE:

Hawatian coot.(Fulics Americmma alai)

msochen sandvicensis)

California clapper rail (Rallis longirostris obsoletus)

Light-footed clapper
Yuma clapper rail (Rallus longirostris

rail (Rallus longirostris levips)

)

Hawaiian moorhen (Galinula chioropus sanduirersisie)

GRUIDAE:

Mississippi sandhill arane (Gns canadensis pulla)

Whooping crane (Grs americana)

711). A complete list of all migratory
birds protected by the MBTA can be
found in 50 CFR 10.13. Also, all states

tect most waterfowl. Exotic and fe-
ral waterfow! spedies induding mute
swans, greylag geese, muscovy ducks,
and Pekin ducks are not protected by
the MBTA, but may be protected by
state law or local ordinance.

Persons wishing to take any migratory
bird outside of the legal hunting sea-
son must first secure a federal permit
from the US Fish and Wildlife Service
(USFWS), and in some cases a state
permit. *Take” means to pursue, hunt,
shoot, wound, kill, trap, capture, of
collect, or attempt to pursue, hunt,
shoot, wound, kill, trap, capture, OF
collect (50 CFR 10.12). “A federal per-
it is not required to merely scare or
herd depredating migratory birds
other than endangered or threatened
species or bald o goiden eagles” (50
CFR 2143a).

Three species and one subspecies of
waterfow! that occur in the United
States are listed as endangered in 50
CFR 17.11, October 1, 1992 edition
(Table 1). In addition, five subspecies
of rails, and one species and one sub-
spedes of crane are listed.

Contact from your Jocal
USDA-APHIS-ADC office for informa-
tion on obtaining & federal permit to
take migratory birds.

L sndowners, sharecropperss, tenants,
or their employees or agents actually
engaged in the production of rice in
Louisiana may, without 2 permit,
shoot purple gallinules (Uonorrds mar-
tinica) when found committing ot
about to commit serjous depredations
to growing rice crops on the premises
owned or occupied by such persons ...
between May 1 and August 15 inany
year.” (50 CFR 2145).

‘Damage Prevention gnd

Control Methods

Waterfow! can be difficult to disperse
once they become establishedon a
pond or feeding site. Promptness and

istence are the keys to success
when attempting to repel nuisance o
depredating waterfowl. Frightening
devices and repellents should bein
place before the damage starts to pre-
vent the birds from becoming accli-
mated to the site.

E-1:
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tion of winter grains instead of spring
grains may help eliminate waterfowl
damage. Winter grains can normally
be streight combined in July and
August, bﬂg before migra&ng water-
forw] ertive in the arez. Admittedly, 2
winter grein’s rosette of keaves is vul- -
rereble to grazing end puddling dam-
rge by weterfow! in both the fall and
spring. Research, however, has shown
that light grazing of the winter rosette
czn ectually increase stooling and
grain yield.

Conduct spring planting in &s short 2
time &5 possible. This may reduce the
length of time that area crops are vul-
nerable in the fall and allow harvesting
in the shortest time possible, Delay fall
plowing as long &s ible in areas
where waterfow!] damage standing or
swathed grains. Waterfowl can be
encouraged to feed in the stubble, away
from unharvested crops, by using
harvested fields as field-baiting sites
(see Alternate Food Sources below).

Recent research indicates that geese
prefer certain grass species over others
for food. Bluegrass (Poa spp.) is one of
the most preferred, and tall fescue
(Festuca erumdinaceae) is one of the least
. Plant tall fescue instead of -
bluegrass to reduce goose grazing in
golf courses, parks, or cemeteries.
Plant trees to interfere with the birds’
flight paths and plant shrubs to reduce
the birds’ on-ground visibility.
Alternate Food Sources, Waterfowl
damage to crops can be reduced by
providing alternate food sources in the
form of lure crops or direct feeding.
For maximum benefit, an established

and well-organized program should
be in place.

Lure crops are typically grains thatare
used to attract and hold waterfowl,
thereby protecting other crop areas.
Two general strategies are used in
establishing lure crop areas: (1) seed-
ing selected areas known to have a
high inddence of waterfowl damage
with the spedific intent of allowing the
birds to utilize the hure crop; (2) allow-
ing the birds to select a ture crop field
and then paying the landowrner for the
resulting loss.

most subject to waterfowl damage.
Plant at the normal rate when using
good quality seed. Increzse the normal
planting rate by 2 factorof 1.5t0 2
when using commadity grain or out-
of-date seed to offset reduced germ-

nation rates. Do notallow gny hunting
"oc harasstnent of weterfowl in the lure

crop area until all crops are harvested
end the damage season isover.
Field baiting involves scattering grain
in previously harvested fields or at
natural waterfow! feeding and/or oaf-
ing areas to attract and hold waterfowl
away from unharvested fields. Studies
in North Dakota indicate that the most
effective diversion of waterfowl occurs
when the bait is made gvailable within
2 to 3 days of the binds’ first feeding in
an area. There are no set rules about
the amount or type of bait to use.
Make enough bait available to ensure
that none of the birds go away hungry.
If the birds cannot get enough to eat at
the baiting site, they will go elsewhere.
The bait grain should be something the
birds are familiar with and prefer. The
same material that is grown in the field
should work well. Do not allow any
harassment of waterfowl in the area of
the baited field untl] all crops are har-
vested and the damage season is over.

' Surplus grain to conduct these feeding

can be obtained from the
Commedity Credit Corporation
(CCO). People interested in obtaining
CCC grain for use in waterfowl dam-
age abaternent programs should con-
tact personnel from their local US Fish
and Wildlife Service regional office.
CCC surplus grain may only be used
for the direct feeding of depredating
waterfow] or for seeding waterfowl
feeding areas. It may not be used to

replace grain lost to depredating
waterfowl.

Regardless of the method used (lure
crop or field baiting), it may be neces-
sary to initially scare or herd the
waterfow! away from the surrounding
fields, Once the birds have habituated
to the feeding site, and damage has
stopped, repelling efforts can be
reduced.

feding be stopped end &ll grainbe
rmoved &t bezst 10 days before hunt-
irg waterfowl within the zone of influ-
ece of the baited area (50 CFR 20.211).

Erightening

Yaterfowl may be repelied by elmost

my large foreign object or mechanical
wise-making device placed in g field.
The length of time frightening devices
ire effective depends on the nature,
sumnber, and variety of devices usad.
Hove frightening devices every 203
¢ays and use them in varying combi-
52 tions to improve efficacy and pre-
rent habituation. Repellents should be
1 place before the start o tis wenwye
$2250n tO PrEvent WteTiowl [Tom es
gblishing & use pattern.

Visual repellents such as flags, bal-
bons, and scarecrows are normally
psed atone per3toSaces (1202 hal
pefore waterfow] become accustomed
to Joafing or feeding in the area. After

“the birds become accustomed to using

an area, one or more per acre (04 ha)
may be necessary. Visual repellents
should be reinforced with audio repel-
lents such as automnatic exploders, py-
rotechnics, or distress calls for
optimum results. '

All applicable state and local laws
must be observed when using fright-
ening devices. Pay particular attention
to laws governing the making of loud
noises, discharging of firearms, use of
pyrotechnics, and use of free-running
dogs. Also consider the possible reac-
tion of neighbors.

Flags for repelling waterfowl canbe.
made with &-foot (1.2-m) laths and 6 x
30-inch (15 x 76-cm) strips of 3-mil
safety orange plastic or red and silver
mylar ribbon (Fig. 2). Tests conducted
tt Audubon National Wildlife Refuge
indicate that black flags are not effec-
tive. Place flags 5o they are visible by
waterfow! from all points in & field.
Waterfow! will land in an area where
flags are not visible. Once the birds
land in a field with flags and begin
feeding, the flags’ effectiveness may b
lost.
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persal Techniques for additional
informaton

Recorded distress czlls have been used
to repel several species of nuisance
birds. Canada goose distress call tapes
ere not commerdally aveilable as of
this writing, Individuals have rmade
their own Canada goose distress call
recordings end have successfully re-
pelied nuisance geese.

Dogs trained to chase waterfowl have
been used to pro‘ect golf courses &nd
grzin fields. Depending on the location
end situation, dogs can be free run- -
ring, on slip-wires, tethered, or under
the control of 2 handler.

Live Cepture

Local concentrations of problem
waterfow] can be reduced by live trap-
ping. The final disposition of trapped
birds should be agreed upon in
sdvance by a1l relevant state and fed-
eral agendes. The trapping method to
use will depend on the type of birds

Fig.3. Layout fer walk-in funne! trap to axpture
flightless geese. Cannda geese can be herded
into 2 walk-in funne! tap during the flightless
period for apture and relozton.

WL UK 0GR UORN OF U WAL L i
& federal permit before carrying out
bve capture activity (50 CFR 21.41a).

Walk-in funnel traps (Fig. 3) ere the
most effective traps for capturing
Cznada geess in late June or early July,
when the adult birds sre molting and
heve kst the ziility t0 fly, and the gos-
tings have not yet fledged. The traps
150 work well for feral ducks and
geese in parks end similar Jocations.
Setup the trzp next to & lake or pond
being frequented by the tirds When
possible, place the trap in the area
where the geese normally walk inand
out of the water. In situations where
there is no lake or pond, place the trap
in z larg;2 open erea.

Construct 2 walk-in funnel trap using
the following, or similar materials:

* 1. 100 to 200 feet (30 to 60 m) of 3-foot

(1-m) poultry wire (for the trap
wings).

2. 60 to B0 feet (18 to 24 m) of S-foot
(1.5-m) woven-wire fercing (for the
holding pen).

oy Eadpow S VAR MW PATT 1T T WN Lo

sapport the fencing.
£. Nelting to cover the top of the hold-

ing pen if the geese zre to be held

several hoxrs or overnight.
Once the trap s constructad, herd the
goese into it using boats, and /or
people wilking on land. The exact
mumber of boets end peopie needed

on the size of the zrez end the

rumber of geese. Gesoline-powered
bozts are not recommendad baczuse
they &re to0 noisy. Canoes, rowboats,
or boats with edectric troliing modors
work best. Surround the geese on three
gides, leaving the only evenue of
escepe towards and into the trep. Once
fn position, elowdur s maisite - Aefon

zrd aiitee A
the geese into the trep opening (Fg. 4)
and into the holding pen. From there,
knad the birds into suitzble trrsport
equipment (such as turkey cretes end
covered pickup trucks) for final-
disposition. When handling birds,
wear eye protection and long-sleeved

-ghirts to avoid getting hit, scratched, or

pecked.

Holding pen
§' welded turkey-wire
15" to 20" square

Install meel fence
poets a3 needed for

wpport

Space sieel fence pasts every
20" to 30" along wings as
needed for mopport

Bl



Wete murfece

Egz fiolation )
O O Bottom of peil
Poutonsage '
1 2 3 4 5 6
Approsimate embryo age indays
0-3 £-8 §-13 14-18 19-23 -
welting period (days) pricr to egg removal 2nd nest destruction:
20 15 10 5 0 0
Fg. 5 Ageean*osbyphdng:-’:oﬂ eges in ¢ pall of water and determining the flotation.
Tozicants work and why the birds must be 25 shaking will probably only acceler-

There are no toxicants currently regis-
tered with EPA for controlling water-
fowl.

Shooting

Hunting, where safe and legal, is the
preferred method of reducing local
populations of problem waterfowl.
Hunting has a strong repellent effect as
well. State wildlife management agen”
dies can provide information on cur-
rent waterfowl hunting regulations.

In situations involving real and direct
threats to human health and safety,
such as around an airport, it
may be possible to obtain a permit
from the US Fish and Wildlife Service
~ to kil migratory game birds. “Such
birds may only by killed by shooting
with a shotgun not larger than No.10
gauge fired from the shoulder, and
only on or over the threatened area Of
areas” (50 CFR 21.42a). Such permits
are generally issued only when the use
of nonlethal control methods is not
practical or possible. A solid rationale
25 to why nonlethal methods will not

removed is generally required before a
permit to kill migratory game birds is
issued.

Other Methods

The growth of local waterfow! popula-
tions can be effectively slowed by
destroying nests and eggs. This
method is especially effective with nui-
gance Canada geese. Secure 8 federal

it before carrying out this activity
(50 CFR 2141a).

Render eggs nonproductive by vigor-
ously shaking them as 500n &5 possible
after the full clutch is laid and incuba-
ton begins. The longer incubation con-
tinues, the more difficult it becomes to
destroy the embryo by shaking. Itis
safe to assume that the clutch is com-
plete and incubation has started if the

fee! warm. In situations where the
start of incubation is unknown, eggs
can be aged using the flotation method
Fig. 5k

Eggs in floation stage ¢ may be on the
verge of hatching. If pipping has
started, the eggs should not be shaken,

ate hatching. Also, the US Fish and
Wildlife Service, Region 3 Law
Enforcement, has tken the position
ghat a pipped egg contains a live bird,
ot an embryo. Live birds may not be
Killed under authority of an egg
destruction permit.

After shaking the eggs, retum them to
the nest, and allow the birds to incu-
bate for at least 3 weeks. The eggs end
nest should not be destroyed immedi-
stely after shaking. Doing so may
cause the geese to renest. Usually

will not attempt to renest if they
have been incubating €255 for more
than 3 weeks. Remove all nest mater-
ialsande@&omﬁweareaa&erﬁ\e
appropriate waiting period. The nest
and eggs must be removed to discour
age continuation of the nesting effort
and defense of the nest territory.

Most nest/egg destruction permits dc
not authorize possession of waterfow!
nests or eggs. Therefore, all €283 and
nest materials collected under author:
ity of such a permit must be disposed
of immediately.




DOX'T FEED TEE WATERFOWL

The foll'.owing ere steps to take in reducing probless ceused by nuigence
populations of residentiel waterfowl:

1. Stop all feeding of ducks and geese, even if it means drafting &n
ordinance for & fine in persistent violations.

2. Construct eigns explaining the problems ctused by feeding the birds.

3. Explain thet feeding contributes to ertificiel populetion levels
tbove the level the erea would normally suppert. This results In
nuisance complaints, fouling the &rea, damge to turf, decreased
water quality, and costly manzgement efforts.

4. Relocetion of waterfowl generazlly provides only temporary relief from
the problem. New birds socon arrive on the scene gnd teke over grezs
from where other birds were removed. Other forms of contoc) oonn oL
uged after a removal effort to keep the clesred areas from being
reinvaded. Thie would include hazrassment, construction of fences,
landscaping &nd other habitat modifications.

5. In many cases feeding concentrates Birds im areas with limited water
supply and limited habitat for birds. This contributes to increased
rigk of the birds, usually harmful. Eirds are subject to increased
predation (even by pet cats and dogs),. loss from disease, oil spills,
severe weather related stress, and botulism cutbreaks ceused by poor
water guality from large concentrations of birde and uneaten food
decaying in the water. Young geese fed low protein food (bread,
popcorn, etc.) develop deformed wings andthey lose the ability to
fly throughout life.

6. Eliminate all domestic waterfowl from the area. This includes white
Peking ducks, muscovy ducks, emperor geese, etc. These birds act &as
live decoys which attract wild birds. The presence of domestic birds
encourages feeding for humane reasons. as well as attracting well
meaning members of the public tc the zrea with additional handouts.
In either event the wild birds soon learnte join in on the handouts,
becoming gquite bold and very mumch 2 nuisance.

7. Very few residential areas allow the keeping of domestic poultry,
ducks or geese in back yards. Therefore, it is difficult to
understand the logic of feeding wild birdsor domestic water fowi in
residential areas which results iIn the crestion of similar problems
with droppings and smell. Wild birds may sctually cause more
problems by splitting neighborhoods: with distinct groups lining up to
get rid of problems associated with wild population that are not
invclved in domestic populatfons, Wild birds are protected by state
and federal laws, often thoughlit of as endimgered and very hard to
move due to strong public reaction to sporismin Groups, animal
protection groups and other well meaning people.

g8: Discontinuation of feeding generally reduces the problem with a few
bird remzining to be enjoyed by the public. Rarely does every bird
leave the area which is often & concern of supporters of feeding.
Birds will not starve if feeding ig stopped during warmer months or
if feeding is stopped during the winter if birds have not been
encouraged to depend on it during the warser monthe.

FOR FURTEER INFGRMATION CORIALTS
PHONE: 410-269~0057
SUITE 312 Fa¥: 410-26%5~-D258
1~ BD0-442-0708 (MD ONLY)

. USDA-APHIS-ADC
2530 RIVA RD.,
ANNAPOLIS, MD 21401
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THERE IS A $2%.00 PROCESSING FE
RENEWALS.
SERVICE",
OR INSTITUTIONS UNDER CONTRACT TO 5UC

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE

MIGRATORY BIRD PERMIT OFFCE
Post Office Box 779
Hadley, Massachusetts 01035-0779

cion vou recently r

R e T
permit freom the U.S. sh ani Bildiife Service.

"reneral Permit Procedures” - See 13,11, 13.12
"Inportation, fwportation axf Transportation ol
See 14.31, 14.32, 14.33

Zzgle Permits" - See 22.21, 22.22

Endangered Species Convention"”

DAE-1E50)

ed frem this office with regard

£ FOR MIGRITORY BIRD PERMITS AND

CEECKS MUST B¢ MADE PAYRBLE TO THE "y.S. FISH RND WILDLIFE
ONLY FEDERAL, STATE AND LOCAL @VERNMENT AND/CR INDIVIDUALS
Y AGINCIES ARE EXEMPT FROM PERMIT

ALL OTEER APPLICANTS MUST SUEMIT THE $25.00 PROCESING FuE.

RETAIN THE ATTRCHED FEDERRL REGULATIONS {50 CFR'S) FOR FUTURE
S OUR SUPPLY OF REGULATIONS IS LINMITED, WE WILL NOT BE SENDING
ITIONAL COPIES IE/WHEN YOUR PERMIT IS ISSUED.

jeo Bav]




Expires (2/28/01)

Department of the Interior
OMB No. 10150022

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
FEDERAL FISH AND WILDLIFE LICENSE/PERMIT APPLICATION FORM

v NTO: Type of Activity:
Fish and Wildiife Service ti
storv Bird and Eagle Permit Office Depredation
Box 779

v, MA 01035-0779
hone: (413) 253-8643 Fax: (413) 253-8424

COMPLETE IF APPLYING AS AN INDIVIDUAL

3. County:

ate of Birth: 6. Social Security no.: 7. Qcecupation:

st any business, agency, organizational, or institutional affiliation associated with the wildlife to be covered by this license or permit:

ome telephone number: 10. Work telephone number: 11, Fax Number: 12, E:mail address:

COMPLETE IF APPLYING AS A BUSINESS, CORPORATION, PUBLIC AGENCY OR INSTITUTION

2. Tax identification no.:

ame of business. agency or [nstitution:

;: Jdress: 4. County:
iy, State, Zip Code:

Jescribe the type of business, agency, or institution:

came and Litle of person responsible far permit (president, principal officer, director. ete.):

{ome telephone number: 9, Work telephone number: 10. Fax number: 11. E:mail address:

ALL APPLICANTS COMPLETE

Do vou currently have or have you fiad any Federal Fish and Wildlife License Permit? Yes ¢ Nog¢
If ves, list license or permit numbers:

‘Have vou obtained any required stalc or foreign government zpproval to conduct the aclivily you propos
If ves. provide a copy of the license or permit.

Enclose check or money order payable to the U.S. FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE in the amount of $25
Institutions which qualify under 50 CFR 13.1 1{d)(3) may be exempt from fees.

ATTACHMENTS: Complete the additienal pages of this application. Application will notbe ¢
Incomplete applications may be returned.

g7 Yes ¢ No ¢ Notreguired ¢

onsidered complete without these pages.

CERTIFICATION: [ hereby certify that 1 have read and am familiar with the regulations contained in Title 50, Pat 13, of the Code of Federal
Regulations and the other applicable parts in subchapter B of Chapter I of Title 50, and { further certify that the information submitted in this
application for & license or permit is complete and accurate to the best of my knowledge and belief. 1 understand that any false statement herein

mav subject me Lo the criminal penalties of 18 U.S.C. 1001,

% are (in ink) of applicant or person responsible for permit in Block A or B 7. Date:
m 3-200-13

Page 1 of 2

6/99




Intormaticn sheet

Depredation
50 CFR 21.41

In arder 1o expedite the processing of your application for a Depredaticn Permit, make sure you include the following information with your
completed Fish and Wildlife License/Permit Application, Form 3-200-13.

1 . Briefly describe the activity for which requested permit is needed.
2, Listthe species of migratory birds invoived. Indicate the estimated number involved for each species.

Describe the specific damage being caused and how long has the problem oceurred. Explain any health hazards that are invelved, and provide
a copy of & letter from your local or state Health Department substantiating the health hazards.

L

4. Give an estimale of the economic cost suffered as a result of the migratory bird depredation.

5. Outline the non-lethal control techniques or actions that have been utilized 1o control or eliminate the problem. How long and how nfier hove
you used these pariicular methods?

6. Supply the names of all parties that would be actively invelved in this depredation control activity. Include any commercial companies you
may have contacied if they will be conducting the actual depredation control activities. Include information on the type, registration number,
and brief description of any aircraft used for depredation activities, if applicable.

~3

List the exact location where the depredation control activity will be condugted.
8. Idenify the location where records will be kept.

9. Indicate if you have contacted the Wildlife Services office within the Department of Agriculture, Give the date contacted, name and titie of
person, and their recommended action or provide a copy of the Migratory Bird Damage Project Report (ADC Form 37).

603-223-6832 (NH) 413-253-2403 (MA, CT, RI)
207-622-8263 (ME) 410-269-0057 (DE, MD, DC)
804-739-7739 (VA) 304-636-1785 (WV)
518-477-4837 (NY) 908-735-5654 (NJ)
717-728-0400 {PA) 802-828-4467 (VT)

10.  Supply a copy of your State license authorizing requested authority, if applicable.

11, List the telephone number, including area code, where you can be reached between 8:00 2.m. and 4:30 p.m.

12. Applications for Depredation management at airports must specify if a current Wildlife Hazard
Menagement Plan has been zpproved by the FAR. Please send us a copy of the Plan,

There is a §25 processing fee pavable to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service in check or money order for this permit. Institutions which qualify
under 50 CFR 13.11(d}3) may be exempt from fees. ’

The public reporting burden for these reporting requirements s estimated to be | hour, including time for reviewing instructions, gathering and
maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the forms. Comments regarding the burden estimate or any other aspect of the reporting
requirement(s) should be directed to the Service Information Collection Clearance Officer, MS 224 ARLSQ, Fish and Wildlife Service, Washington,
D.C. 20240, or the Office of Management and Budpet, Attention: Desk Officer for the Department of the Interior; Washingten, D.C. 20503.

An agency may not conduct and 2 person is not required to respond to a collection of information unless a currently valid OMB centrol number is
displayed.

PLEASE ANSWER THESE ON A SEPARATE PIECE OF PAPER.

7/99 Page2of 2




16 § 303 HEALT:. .. » SAFETY 16 § 304

Secretary by the local board, for which services he shall receive such compen-
sation as the city council or commissioners of the respective cities or towns may
“atermine. (16 Del. Laws, ¢. 345, §§ 1, 2, 14; Code 1915, §§ 745, 762; 29 Del.

ws, ¢. 49, § 1; Code 1935, §§ 753, 768; 16 Del. C. 1953, § 302; 70 Del. Laws,
v 186, § 1)

§ 303. General powers; quarantine regulations.

Fach local board of health may make orders and regulations concerning:

(1) The place and mode of quarantine;

(2) The examination and purification of vessels, boats and other craft
not under quarantine;

(3) The treatment of vessels, articles or persons thereof;

(4) The regulation of intercourse with infected places;

(5) The apprehension, separation and treatment of emigrants and other
persons who shall have been exposed to any infectious or contagious
disease; and

(6) Regulating and prohibiting or preventing all communication or
intercourse with all houses, tenements and places and the persons
occupying the same in which there shall be any person who shall have
been exposed to such contagious or infectious disease. (16 Del. Laws, c.
345, § 12; Code 1915, § 754; Code 1935, § 762; 16 Del. C. 1953, § 303.)

§ 304. Public laundries and washhouses; supervision, in-
spection and regulation; violations and pen-
alties.

(a) The local boards of health of the respective towns and cities of this State
(where such towns and cities have local boards of health) shall supervise all
~ublic laundries and public washhouses within such towns and cities and shall

st permit the employment by any public laundry or public washhouse of any
_erson suffering with an infectious or contagious disease. The local board shall
not allow any person to sleep in such public laundry or public washhouse, or in
any room adjoining and opening into such public laundry or public washhouse.
Every room in such laundry or washhouse that is used for the purpose of
washing or drying clothes shall be properly ventilated and drained and shall be
used for no purposes other than those specified. The floors of all rooms in public
laundries or public washhouses used for the purpose of washing clothes, shall
be made of cement or other mineral substance, and shall be so arranged as to
be easily drained.

{(b) The local board of any town or city within the State shall upon request
of any citizen in such town or city inspect or cause to be inspected any public
laundry or public washhouse, and if the same is found in-an unsanitary
condition shall direct the owner thercof to make the same in a sanitary
condition. Upon the owner’s failure to do so, the local board shall cause the
place to be closed and shall post a notice upon the front door thereof and the
place shall not be reopened until the owner or manager thereof receives a

-certificate from the local board certifying that the place has been put in a
sanitary condition.

(¢} A public laundry or public washhouse within the meaning of this section
ghall be any place within any town or city of this State now or hereafter
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5§ 305 LOCAT DS OF HEALTH 16 §

required by the laws of the State to be licensed for the conduct of its business
or any branch thereof. Nothing in this section shall apply to the laundering or
washing of clothes in any private residence or hotel.

{d» Whoever violates this section shall for each offense be fined not less than
£50 nor more than $100. Every day during which such viclation shall be
persisted in after notice from the local board in any town or city of the State
shall constitute a separate offense. (16 Del. Laws, c. 345, § 3; 18 Del. Laws, c.
33, § 1; 22 Del. Laws, c. 328, §§ 1, 2; Code 1915, § 746; 28 Del. Laws, ¢. 59,
§ 1; Code 1935, § 754; 43 Del. Laws, ¢. 91, § 1; 16 Del. C. 1953, § 304; 70 Del.
laws, c. 186, § 1.)

§ 305. Cleansing or closing unfit dwellings; recovery of
expenses.

{a) Any local board of health when satisfied after an examination that any
cellar, room, tenement or building within its jurisdiction occupied as a dwelling
place has become, by reason of the number of occupants or want of cleanliness
or other cause, unfit for such purpose, and a cause of nuisance or sickness to
the occupants or the public may direct the owner or owners, or occupants
thereof, to have the premises properly cleansed, or if it see fit, inay require the
occupants to remove or guit the premises within such time as the local board
deems reasonable.

(b) If the person or persons so notified neglect or refuse to comply with the
direction of the local board, it may cause the premises to be properly cleansed
at the expense of the owners or may remove the occupants forcibly and close up
the premises. The premises shall not again be occupied as a dwelling place
without permission, in writing, of the local board. If such owner or owners
refuse to pay the expenses incident to the execution of such orders, the
treasurer of the local board, or the city council, or fown commissioners, shall
recover the same with interest and costs from the person who ought to have
paid the same, as debts of like amount are recoverable. (16 Del. Laws, c¢. 345,
§ 4; Code 1915, § 747; Code 1935, § 755; 16 Del. C. 1953, § 305.)

§ 306. Cleansing diseased places; recovery of expenses.

Each local board of health may in case of the prevalence or of reasonable
ground to apprehend the prevalence of malignant disease within its jurisdic-
tion direct especially the cleaning of houses, cellars, yards, docks or other such
places as the local board shall consider requisite or prudent for the preserva-
tion of the public health or for the mitigation of disease. If such direction shall
not be observed and fulfilled within the time prescribed, by the person or
persons to whom the directions were given, the local board shall order an
officer of the local board, or some other person or persons to carry the same into
effect, and the expense thereof shall be paid by the person or persons to whom
the direction was given unless the local board shall otherwise order. If payment
of the expense shall not be made on demand, the treasurer of the local board,
city council or town commissioners shall pay the same and shall recover the
same with interest and costs from the person who ought to have paid the same,
as debts of like amount are recoverable. (16 Del. Laws, c. 345, § 8; Code 1915,
§ 750; Code 1935, § 758; 16 Del. C. 1953, § 306.)
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16 § 307 HEALTH JAFETY 16 § 309

Cross references, — As to contagious dis-
eases penerally, see Chapter 5 of this title.

307. Neglected privy well; penalty.

If any owner, agent or tenant of any property in any town or city suffers the
privy well thereon to be so full that any 2 members of the local board of health
declare the same to be a nuisance, such owner, the owner’s agent and tenant
in possession or any of them shall be responsible and after notice unless such
privy is cleansed within one week after such notice shall for every offense be
fined not less than $1 nor more than $20, with costs of suit, and stand
committed to the county jail until the same be paid or until discharged by law.
{16 Del. Laws, c. 345, § 10; 18 Del. Laws, c. 33, § 3; Code 1915, § 752; Code
1935, § 760; 16 Del. C. 1953, § 307; 70 Del. Laws, c. 186, § 1.)

Cross references. — As to cesspools, privy
wells and drainage systems generally, see
Chapter 15 of this title.

§ 308. Slaughterhouse; use as nuisance; penalty.

Whoever uses a slaughterhouse or place belonging thereto within a city or
town limits, after the local board of health has pronounced the same noisome
or having used such staughterhouse shall not on the requirement of the local
board immediately and effectually cleanse the same shall be fined not less than
415 nor more than $25, with costs of suit, and stand committed to the county
jail till the same be paid or until discharged by law. (16 Del. Lawg! c. 345, 8§ 11;
18 Del. Laws, ¢. 33, § 4; Code 1915, § 753; Code 1935, § 7615 16 Del. C. 1953,
§ 308.)

§ 309. Placing or maijntaining offensive matters in public
places; penalty.

Whoever casts into any street, lane or alley or suffers to run or be washed
from any slaughterhouse, stable, privy, yard or place in his or her possession
into any street, lane or alley of any city or town having a local board of health
any blood, garbage, carrion, dead animal, dung, filth or noisome or offensive
matter, or whoever suffers any skins, rags or other matter to be in a noisome
or offensive state within or upon property in the person’s possession within the
city or town limits or deposits in any of its lots, streets, lanes or alleys or near
any dwelling house any contents of any slaughterhouse or stable or any matter
in a noisome state, or having deposited or put such offensive substances in
such places shall not immediately reméve the same on the requirement of the
local board shall be fined not less than $5 nor more than $20, with costs of suit,
and stand committed to the county jail till the same be paid or until discharged
by law. (16 Del. Laws, ¢. 345, § 9; 18 Del. Laws, ¢. 33, § 2; Code 1015, § 761,
Code 1935, § 759; 16 Del. C. 1953, § 309; 70 Del. Laws, . 186, § '1.)

Cross references. -— As to refuse and gar-
bage generally, see Chapter 17 of this title.
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16 § 310 LOCAL J8 OF HEALTH 16 §

§ 310. Abatement of nuisances.

{a) Each local board of health may direct:

(1)} That any noisome matter whether vegetable, animal or otherwise
within the boundaries of its respective city or town or within 1 mile thereof
or any vessel then having or having recently had any contagious disease
on board which according to the opinion of the local hoard may be the
occasion of sickness or ill health be removed or remedied by the person to

- whom the same belongs, or in whose possession, or upon whose property
it is; ‘ ‘

(2) That any place in such city or town or within 1 mile of the
boundaries thereof being in such filthy or noxious state that according to
the opinion of the local board it may be the occasion of sickness or ill heaith
be cleansed by such persons to whom the same belongs, or in whose
possession it is;

(3) That any reservoir of stagnant water or other nuisance or unwhole-
some thing in such city or town, or within 1 mile of the boundaries thereof
which according to the opinion of the local board may be the occasion of
sickness or ill health, be abated, removed or remedied by the person to
whom the same belongs or in whose possession or on whaose property it is;
and

{4) It may remove any hogpens in such city or town which in the opinion
of the local board it is deemed necessary or conducive to public health to
remove.

(b) If it appears to the local board that any of the nuisances mentioned in
this section are caused or produced by any person or persons other than those
on whose premises the nuisances exist or that the nuisance or nuisances are
caused or produced by water or filthy noisome or unwholesome matter flowing
or running from the premises of any other person or persons or from premises
which may be in that person’s or those persons’ occupation, the local board
shall then give directions to cleanse, remove, abate or remedy the same to the
person or persons causing or producing such nuisance or nuisances or to the
person or persons from whose premises or from premises which may be in that
person’s or those persons’ occupation the same shall flow or run.

(c) Where the Secretary of Health and Social Services determines, in
accordance with Chapter 16 of Title 24, that a public nuisance exists, the
Secretary shall have all the powers granted by this chapter to local boards of
health. The Secretary may also apply to a court under §§ 311, 312 and any
other sections of this title to enter the premise and remove health hazards, and
to do any other act permitted a local board of health, so long as such act is
congonant with the provisions and intent of said Chapter 16 of Title 24. (16 Del.
Laws, c. 345, § 3; 18 Del. Laws, ¢. 33, § 1; 22 Del. Laws, c. 328, §§ 1, 2; Code
1915, § 746; 28 Del. Laws, c. 59, § 1; Code 1935, § 764; 16 Del. C. 1953, § 310;
68 Del. Laws, c. 134, § 2; 70 Del Laws, c. 186, & 1.)

Cross references. — As to certain aets citizen is entitled. Murden v. Commissioners of
relative to garbage being declared nuisances, Town of Lewes, Del. Super,, 96 A. 506 (1915),
see § 1703 of this title. aff’d, Del. Supr, 108 A. 74 (1919).

Nuisance defined. - A nuisance may he An otherwise lawful business or activity

anything which essentially interferes with the  which causes the emission of noxious or offen.
enjoyment of life or property; a nuisance is  sive smells to such an extent as substantially to
public when it affects the rights to which every  impair the reasonable comfort and enjoyment
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of adjacent occupants, may constitute a nui-
sance. Cain v. Roggero, Del. Ch., 38 A.2d 735
(1944).

Duty te abate nuisances. — The impera-
tive obligation rests on the government of every
city, promptly, to abate or remove all nuisances
by which the public health may be affected.
Liebig Mfz. Co. v. Wales, Del. Ch,, 34 A. 802
{1896).

Power to suppress nuisance must be
summarily exercised. — The authority of the
Ceneral Assembly to confer, upon municipal
bodies or officers, powers for the protection of
the public health and the suppression. of nui-
sances is well settled; and such powers must be
summarily exercised in order te accomplish
their object. To allow an alleged nuisance to
remain until it has been decided by a court,

D SAFETY 16 § 377

defeat the purpose of such sections as this. In
such cases private rights must be held subordi-
nate to the public welfare. Liebig Mfg. Co. v.
Wales, Del. Ch., 34 A. 902 (1896).

But board may act at its peril if abate-
ment involves destruction of property. —
Altheugh a local board of health possesses the
power to summarily abate nuisances, which
are, or may be, detrimental to the public health
and, if the abatement should involve the depri-
vation or destruction of property, the owner
would be deprived of property by due process of
law within the meaning of the Constitution; yet
the adjudication by the board of the fact of
nuisance would net protect it as would the
judgment of the court, and in all cases it would
act at its peril. Liebig Mfg. Co. v. Wales, Del.
Ch., 34 A. 902 (1896).

after deliberate trial, to be a nuisance, would

§ 311. Entry for destruction or removal of nuisances.

Whenever a local board of health thinks it necessary for the preservation of
the lives and health of the citizens to enter a place, building or vessel within its
jurisdiction for the purpose of examining into and destroying, removing or
preventing any nuisance, source of filth or cause of sickness and is refused such
entry, any member of the local board may make complaint, under oath, to any
justice of the peace of the county, stating the facts of the case as far as the board
member has knowledge thereof. Such justice of the peace shall thereupon issue
a warrant directed to the sheriff or any constable of the county commanding
the sheriff or constable to take sufficient aid and being accompanied by 2 or
more members of the local board, between the hours of sunrise and sunset,
repair to the place where such nuisance, source of filth or cause of disease may
exist and destroy, remove or prevent the same, under the direction of such
members of the local board. (16 Del. Laws, c. 345, § 6; Code 1915, § 748; Code
1935, § 756; 16 Del. C. 1953, § 311; 70 Del Laws, ¢. 186, § 1.)

§ 312. Removal of infected persons; taking possession of
condemned premises.

Any justice of the peace, on application under oath, showing cause therefor
by a local board of health or any authorized member thereof shall issue a
warrant, under the justice of the peace’s own hand, directed to the sheriff or
any constable of the sheriff’s or constables own county requiring the sheriff or
constable, under the direction of the local board, to remove any person or
persons infected with contagious disease or to take possession of condemned
houses or lodgings. (16 Del. Laws; ¢. 345, § 7; Code 1915, § 749; Code 1935,
§ 757; 16 Del. C. 1953, § 312; 70 Del Laws, c. 186, § 1.5

Cross references. — As to contagious dis-
eases generally, see Chapter 5 of this title.

Complaint must be made by board or
member thereof. — The record of the justice

must show that the party who made the com-
plaint was a member of the board of health,
authorized to act for the board. Johmson wv.
State, Del. Super., 43 A. 256 (1895).
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§ 313. Care of persons having infectious or contagious
disease.

The local board of health may procure suitable places for the reception of
persons under quarantine and persons sick with the Asiatic or malignant -
cholera or any other malignant of infectious or contagious disease. In all cases
where sick persons cannot otherwise be provided for, the local hoard may
procure for them proper medical and other attendance and necessaries. (16
Del. Laws, c. 345, § 13; Code 1915, § 755: Code 1935, § 763; 16 Del. C. 1953,
§ 313 :

Cross references. — As to contagious dis-
eases generally, see Chapter 5 of this title.

§ 314. Common carriers; submission to regulations and
examination of health officers; penalty for
false statements.

(a) Whenever quarantine is declared, all railroads, steamboats or other
common carriers and the owners, consignees or assignees of any railroad,
steamboat or other vehicle used for the transportation of passengers, baggage
or freight, shall submit to:

(1) Any rules or regulations imposed by any board of health or health
officer;

(2) Any examination required by the board of health or health officer;

(3} Any examination required by the health authorities respecting any
circumstance or event touching the health of the crew, operatives or
passengers, and the sanitary condition of the baggage and freight.

(b) Any owner, consignee or assignee or other person interested, who makes
any unfounded statement or declaration respecting the points under exami-
nation shall be subject to the penalties provided in § 317 of this title. (16 Del.
Laws, c. 345, § 19; 22 Del. Laws, c. 328, § 5; Code 1915, § 758; 33 Del. Laws,
¢. 57, § 4; 34 Del. Laws, c. 69, § 1: Code 1835, § 764; 16 Del. C. 1953, § 314.)

§ 315. Temporary structures for isolation purposes; disin-
fection of property. '

The State Board of Health or any local board of health may erect any
temporary wooden buildings or field hospitals necessary for the isolation or
protection of persons or freight supposed to be infected and may employ
nurses, physicians and laborers sufficient to operate the same properly and
sufficient police to guard the same. The board of health may cause the
disinfection, renovation or complete destruction of bedding, clothing or other
property belonging to corporations or individuals, when such action seems to
the board necessary or a reasonable precaution against the spread of conta-
gious or infectious diseases. (16 Del. Laws, c. 345, § 20; 22 Del. Laws, c. 328,
§ 6; Code 1915, § 759; 33 Del, Laws, c. 97,§ 4; 34 Del. Laws, c. 69, § 1; Code
1935, § 765; 16 Del. C. 1953, § 315.)

Revisor’s ‘note. — The State Board of Article XIi of the Delaware Constitution pursu-
Health referred to in this section was abol- antto 69 Del. Laws, ¢. 385, and 70 Del. Laws, ¢,
ished, effective June 22, 1895, by the repeal of  115. Pursuant to 70 Del. Laws, c. 147, some of
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The HOMEOWNERS Guide to

OPEN BURNING
What is legal? (Statewide)

L Burning of cut or fallen branches, limbs, or shrubbery from your

residence; cooking fires; or campfires.

What is illegal? (Statewide)

= Burning fallen leaves, trash or garbage, grass, tree stumps, or other materials not listed above. /

How does illegal open burning harm the environment?

B Emits toxic chemicals into the air we breathe. Rain eventually washes these toxic chemicals onto our land
and into our waterways.
L Forms ‘bad’ ozone (smog) which can degrade building materials and damage crops and other vegetation.

B Contributes to acid rain. Acid rain causes fish kills, plant and property damage.

What can air pollution from burning do to your health?

L Can cause cancer, heart and lung damage and has been linked to Sudden Infant Death Syndrome (SIDS).
L Increase your chances of catching colds, the flu, and other diseases.

B  Can trigger asthma attacks and other respiratory problems, and eye irritation.

. What should you do with your household trash, garbage and leaves?

m Recycle glass, plastics, aluminum, used motor oil, and other recyclable materials at the recycle igloos
- nearest you. Take your non-recyclable trash to a licensed landfill.
L} Start a compost pile. You can compost most organic material including leaves, grass clippings and
vegetables, etc. The compost will provide excellent nutrients for gardens.

" See your waste hauler or town manager about leaf collection, if you can’t compost them.

'In Kent and New Castle Counties during June, July, and August (the ozone season),
there is an additional restriction against all open burning, except for campfires and cooking fires.



